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into the surf...still ocean...river,..creek, in all her wedding finery.
With stunning jewellery, the gorgeous gown, flawless make-up and
beautiful hair - the whole bridal package, she then proceeds to create
innumerable opportunities for extraordinary photographs.

It's true. Brides search for the perfect gown and then trash iti!

This phenomenon is sweeping through the world of brides and
wedding photographers right across Australia ,and at Ideal Bride, we
have caught the fever.

Most commonly referred to as ‘Trash the Dress' or ‘Drown the Gown',
you could be fooled into thinking that it is some act of revenge or
disrespect to everything a bride’s wedding day stands for.

So far from the truth, it is laughable! This is all about creation not
destruction. This amazing photography should be referred to as
‘immortalise the dress’,

It seems that photographers and brides are collaborating to turn the
wedding dress into the basis of creative art.

The most common way is drowning the dress. The bride slowly walks
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When the groom is added into the landscape, the photos take on
so much life. Playful scenes of uninhibited joy, freedom, teasing and
abandonment, but also sexy, sensual and intimate as the bride and
groom lie together on a sandy beach with churning white waves
pouring around them as their gaze into each other's eyes.

This is not something that usually happens on the wedding day! No,
the bride and groom come back for another photo session a couple of
months after the wedding. At this session, anything goes.

A timeless moment caught for years to come created with so much fun,




Ideal Bride

Being part of the wedding industry for over 15 years, means Ideal
Bride has its finger well and truly on the pulse of the latest trends in
weddings. When we heard about Trash the Dress and how big it was
overseas, we started investigating what was happening in Australia
and, more importantly, locally.

We found that many photographers were encouraging their brides and
grooms to give it a go and that Australian brides were more than ready
to do just that.

AND THE WINNER IS...

Congratulations to Tracey Hayes from Azure Photography in Kuranda,
North Queensland. You are the winner of the Ideal Bride Trash the
Dress competition.

When Ideal Bride contacted Tracey to inform her that she was our
winner, she was busy packing for a holiday in England. Unlike most
people who go on sight-seeing tours, Tracey and her husband will be
riding mountain bikes across England!

This gave us a clue as to how our winner approached her work as a
sought after photographer in North Queensland. So it is no surprise that
when Tracey found out the competition was running and it coincided
with an enquiry about a Trash the Dress photo shoot for an upcoming
wedding, Tracey was intrigued. This photography phenomenon had
not yet reached North Queensland and so, ready to take on a new
experience, Tracey decided to enter the competition. That's right,
Tracey's Trash the Dress photo session that produced the winning
photo, was her very first! Needless to say, she is extremely thrilled
to have won. Her first prize of 3 days at Cape Tribulation Resort and
Spa will mean she gets to go to an exotic location for a break instead
of work.
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Competition

We also found that it is still relatively unknown and hasn't been given
the coverage it deserves. So, Ideal Bride magazine sent out a call to
all photographers to send in their best shot.

We were inundated with photos and choosing the winning photo proved
no easy task. Throughout this competition, the beauty and the artistry
displayed in all of the entries have captivated everyone at Ideal Bride,
and we applaud all the entrants on their creativity and photographic
talent. »

North Queensland is a favourite location for destination weddings
and elopements and being located on the Atherton Tablelands means
Tracey’s creativity is always being tested. One weekend she could
be in a hot air balloon and the next being flown to an isolated quay
somewhere on the Great Barrier Reef. For Tracey the more fun
everyone is having, the better she likes it. So for her, Trash the Dress,
was the perfect opportunity for excessive fun. After trekking to the top
pools of a waterfall, which involved climbing over fences and through
rainforest, Tracey and her bride and groom, Lidia and Doug, got busy
having fun and creating that winning photo.

Tracey is looking forward to her next Trash the Dress session as it involves
helicopters, high mountains, waterfalls and, of course, lots of fun! »

Thanks to the sponsor Cape Tribulation Resort & Spa.
OCEAN HOTELS

CAPE TRIBULATION
RESORT & SPA

S
~

-




TO TRASH OR NOT TO TRASH? THAT IS THE BRIDES QUESTION

Maybe you are reading this and thinking of how much you are outlaying
on your wedding dress and the thought of rolling around in sand and
salt water starts chills somewhere inside of you,

After all, there is something so special and personal about a bride's
wedding dress. There is a strong emotional attachment as it is the most
beautiful and extravagant dress you probably will ever own or wear,

PHOTOGRAPHERS
ENJOY THE CREATIVITY

A good photographer is always looking for that photo that makes them
a great photographer. They see the world with completely different
eyes and any opportunity for creative photography is grabbed with
enthusiasm.

That's why they love Trash the Dress. It has certainly made it possible
for wedding photographers to break through the barriers of time
constraints and rigid locations that often hold their creativity in check
on the actual wedding day. With Trash the Dress, anything is worth a
shot, no matter how wild it seems.

The photographers are often finding that the enthusiasm and inspiration
of the bride and groom outpace even their imagination. Sceptical
grooms, with still vivid memories of smile after smile on their wedding
day, begin reluctantly, but by the end of the session they are coming
up with more ideas to prolong the fun and enjoyment.

But be reassured, once the decision to trash is made, the brides have
no regrets. They cast off all restraint and let the photo shoot begin.

On your wedding day, there will be a big part of you that is continually
conscious of your dress and keeping it in pristine condition. Also on
your wedding day, you and your groom are not at your playful best,
Two months or so after your wedding, you are both free from wedding
day restraints and that is the big difference Trash the Dress sessions
bring to your wedding memories.

For most of the brides, they love the thought that they get to wear
their wedding dress again so soon and actually play in it.

After all, in the normal way all that happens to your gorgeous dress
once the wedding is over is that it goes to the drycleaner and is put
in a box on a shelf. Maybe someone else will wear it, maybe your
daughter or even granddaughter, but how much more fun would it be
to create some fruly evocative photographic art?

Once brides get past the idea of ruining that beautiful wedding gown,
they say their only dilemma is: which wall is big enough to hang all the
outstanding works of art that have been created.

In case you were wondering, unless you decide to cut it up, or smear it
with paint, the brides who have already done a Trash the Dress session,
report that drowning it in fresh or salt water did little or no harm to their
dress which is now safely in a box on the shelf, after all,

With Trash the Dress, it is guaranteed that everyone has fun.
Photographers say they try to incorporate the interests of the couple
whether it be their occupations ie mechanics messing with grease or
whatever hobby or interest they are involved in. They place no limit on
the location — children’s playgrounds, rusted out cars, waterfalls, or
the wide blue ocean.

The session ends up being a real collaborative effort between the
photographer and the bride and groom, who just love the chance to
revisit their wedding day and make even more memories.

For the photographer it isn't just about shooting in interesting
locations but creating a unique style that turns a photo into a work
of art. Because of Trash the Dress, words like ethereal, poignant,
impetuous, passionate, subtly sexy, joyous are now used to describe
these artistic representations of a very special day.
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